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TO  THE  RAM5EY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 


I  beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  sanitary 
conditions  of  the  district  for  the  year  ending  3[st  December, 

1947. 


The  report  has  been  constructed  on  similar  lines  as 
last  years  report,  as  requested  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 


STAFF : 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  (TEMPORARY) 

ALAN  E.  S TAFFURTH,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 
Resigned  i8th  June,  1947. 

H.  PATTINSON,  M  B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR  (PART  TIME) 

V.  J.  BATEMAN,  A.R.San.I. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  AREA. 


Area 

Estimated  Population  (mid  1947) 
Number  of  Inhabited  Houses,  end 
of  1947 

Rateable  Value 
Value  of  Penny  Rate  ... 


15,980  acres 
5,598 

1,601 

£19,088 
£79  :  10  : 7 


During  the  course  of  1947,  no  radical  change  took  place 
in  the  industry  of  the  district,  which  is  chiefly  connected  with 
agricultural  activities. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

Live  Births. 

Birth  Rate  per  lOOO  population  ...  ...  ...  26.4 

Still  Births. 

Rate  per  lOOO  total  births  ...  ...  ...  13.3 

Deaths. 

Death  Rate  per  1000  population  ...  ...  ...  13.2 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  per  lOOO  total! 

(live  and  still)  births  ...  ...  J  ' 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  33.8 

Legitimate  infants  per  1000  legitimate  live  births  28.2 
Illegitimate  infants  per  lOOO  illegitimate  live  births  166.7 
Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  12 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  ...  ...  Nil 


RATES. 


Per  1000  Population. 

Per  1000  live  births 

Live 

Births 

Still 

Births 

Death 

Rate 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Ramsey  U.  D.  C. 

26.4 

0.36 

13-2 

33-8 

England  &  Wales  ... 

20.5 

0.50 

12.0 

41.0 

The  following  table  shows  the  classification  of  deaths  from 
all  causes,  Registrar  General’s  figures. 


Causes  of  Death. 

1.  Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers 

2.  Cerebro  spinal  fever 

3.  Scarlet  fever 

4.  Whooping  cough  ...  ...  .  . 

5.  Diphtheria 

6.  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  ... 

7.  Other  form  of  tuberculosis 

8.  Syphilitic  diseases 

9.  Influenza  ... 

10.  Measles 

11.  Ac.  Polio,  myel  and  polio  enceph 

12.  Ac.  inf.  encephalitis 

13.  Cancer  of  buc.  cav.  &  oesph  &  uterus... 

14.  Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

15.  Cancer  of  breast  ... 

16.  Cancer  of  all  other  sites... 

17.  Diabetes  ... 

18.  Intra  ;  cran  vase,  lesions 

19.  Heart  disease 

20.  Other  diseases  of  the  circul.  system  ... 

21.  Bronchitis  ... 

22.  Pneumonia 

23.  Other  respiratory  diseases 

24.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

25.  Diarrhoea  under  2  years  .. 

26.  Appendicitis 

27.  Other  digestive  diseases 

28.  Nephritis  ... 

29.  Puerperal  and  post  abort,  sepsis 

30.  Other  maternal  causes  ...  . 

31.  Premature  birth  ... 

32.  Con.  mal ;  birth  inj ;  infant  dis 

33.  Suicide 

34.  Road  traffic  accidents  ... 

35.  Other  violent  causes 

36.  All  other  causes  ... 


M.  F.  Total 

38  36  74 


I  I 

I  I 


I  I 

2-2 

-  2  2 

4  3  7 

-  2  2 

729 

12  13  25 

224 
2-2 
2  I  3 

I  I 


2-2 

2  I  3 

1  -  I 

2  6 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH 
SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 


The  provision  of  health  services  within  the  area  generally 
remains  unaltered. 

SANITAl^Y  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

WATER. 

Samples  from  the  water  supply  are  taken  regularly  and 
forwarded  to  the  Emergency  Public  Health  Laboratory  at 
Cambridge  for  bacteriological  analysis.  All  reports  have  been 
satisfactory. 

There  is  still  some  insufficiency  of  supply  in  parts  of 
Ramsey  Forty  Foot,  Ramsey  Heights,  Ramsey  Mereside  and 
Ramsey  St.  Mary’s. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

No  alteration  has  been  made  to  tbe  septic  tank  system 
which  deals  with  sewage  before  it  enters  the  river.  Although 
it  is  at  present  functioning  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  it  is 
working  to  full  capacity  and  could  not  be  expected  to  cope 
with  any  great  additional  volume  of  sewage. 

The  provision  of  a  modern  sewage  disposal  plant  at 
Ramsey  Town  is  of  prime  importance  in  improving  the 
sanitary  circumstances. 


HOUSING. 

During  the  year  the  Council  completed  23  permanent 
houses  and  2  prefabricated  houses.  There  was  no  private 
building  completed  during  the  year. 

The  Council  have  acceded  to  the  request  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health  that  the  Militia  Camp  should  be  managed  by  the 
Council  as  agent  of  the  Ministry.  At  the  end  of  1947, 
31  families  were  accommodated  in  the  Camp. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

MILK  SUPPLY. — There  are  4  registered  cowkeepers  in  the 
area  and  14  inspections  of  premises  were  made. 
Conditions  on  the  whole  were  poor  and  action  has  been 
taken  in  an  endeavour  to  encourage  better  hygienic 
conditions  for  milk  production.  Further  progress  will 
necessitate  the  provision  of  new  cowsheds. 

MEAT. —No  slaughterhouses  are  at  present  in  use.  The 
conditions  in  butcher’s  shops  are  on  the  whole  satisfactory 


TO  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALIH 


Sir. 

I  beg  to  submit  my  report  for  the  year  ending 
31st  December,  1947. 


Total  number  of  Inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  204 

Total  number  of  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(  Informal  3  Statutory  o) 

Complaints  received  ...  ...  ...  Total  No.  of  ...  I49 

Premises,  houses,  etc.  ...  ...  No.  inspected  ...  126 

Nuisances  abated  124 
Pool,  ditch,  gutter,  watercourse  ...  No.  inspected  ...  i 

Nuisances  abated  i 
Animals  improperly  kept  ...  ...  No.  inspected  ...  4 

Nuisances  abated  4 
Privy,  urinal,  cesspool,  ashpit  ...  No.  inspected  ...  34 

Nuisances  abated  34 
Drain,  Drain-traps,  etc.,  etc.  ...  No.  inspected  ...  16 

Nuisances  abated  16 
House,  or  part  thereof,  overcrowded  No.  inspected  ...  8 

Nuisances  abated  Nil 
Smoke  nuisances  ...  ...  ...  No.  of  observations  Nil 

Nuisances  abated  Nil 

Offensive  accumulations  ...  ...  No.  inspected  ...  3 

Nuisances  abated  3 

Other  sanitary  conditions  ...  ...  No.  inspected  ...  68 

Nuisances  abated  Nil 

Slaughter  houses  .  No.  licensed  ...  Nil 

No.  of  inspections  Nil 
Offensive  trades  (Public  Health  No.  established...  Nil 

Act  1936)  No.  of  inspections  Nil 

Public  Health  Act,  1936  ...  ...  No.  of  houses 

condemned  ...  Nil 

No.  closed  ...  Nil 

No.  cleaned  and 

limewashed...  Nil 
Houses  affected  with  6 
Houses  inspected  6 

No.  of  inspections  9 

Houses  disinfected  6 
Schools  „  I 

Infectious  Disease  ...  ' .  Disinfectant  used  S.0.2 


&  Foriiialdeliyde 
Lots  of  clothing 

Disinfected  ...  6 

Lots  of  clothing 

destroyed  ...  2 


Food — seizures  of  unwholesome 
Privy  Middens 

Pail  or  earth  closets 

Water  closets...  . 

Ashpits 

Ashbins 

Water  supply 

Housing,  Act  1936  ... 

Building  Bye  Laws  adopted 
Total  Legal  Proceedings,  i.e., 


No.  of  ...  ...  16 

New  provided  ...  Nil 

No.  repaired  ...  Nil 

'  No.  converted  to  pails  2 


No.  converted  to 

W.C.’s  ...  Nil 

New  provided  ...  2 

No.  converted  to  W.C.’s  2 
..  New  provided  ...  6 

No.  supplied  with  waterb 
.  New  provided  ...  Nil 

No.  converted  to 

Ashbins  ...  Nil 

.  New  provided  ...  Nil 

/Samples  taken  for 

analysis  46 

Samples  condemned  Nil 
Wells  closed  ..  Nil 

Wells  cleansed, 

repaired,  etc....  Nil 
Public  supply  sub¬ 
stituted  for  well 
or  pond  ..  Nil 

Cisterns  cleansed, 


repaired,  covered  Nil 
Waste  pipes  discon- 
\  nected  from  drain  Nil 


...  No.  houses  closed  Nil 

,,  .,  made  habitable  Nil 

,,  ,,  demolished  Nil 

mmonses,  etc.  ...  Nil 

nvictions  ...  ...  Nil 


Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1937 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  I'otal  number  on  register 

including  bakehouses  17 
No.  in  which  nuisances 
abated  ...  ...  Nil 

No  on  register  ...  8 

No.  in  which 

nuisances  abated  Nil 

No.  of  outworkers  Nil 

No.  of  houses  ...  Nil 

No. of  infected  houses  Nil 
Legal  proceedings,  i.e.,  Summonses,  etc.  ...  ...  Nil 

Convictions  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

V.  J.  BATEMAN,  Sanitary  Inspector 


Bakehouses 


Home  work 


The  following  table  gives  the  incidence  of  notifiable 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


The  incidence  of  notifiable  diseases  showed  a  marked 
increase  over  the  previous  year  due  to  the  accustomed  biennial 
epidemic  of  measles. 

Five  cases  of  Acute  Poliomyeltis  were  reported,  all  of 
whom  were  removed  to  hosptial.  There  were  no  deaths. 
Extensive  investigation  failed  to  reveal  the  source  of  these 
infections  with  any  degree  of  certainty. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  number  of  children 
immunised  in  the  district,  together  with  the  figure  of  the  total 
child  population 


Under  5  Years.  Between  5 — 15  Years 


Number 

Immunised 

Estimated 

Population 

Number 

Immunised 

Estimated 

Population 

157 

530 

00 

880 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

Age  Periods 

Pulmonary 

Non 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non 

Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

15 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

25 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45 

55 

65 

and  upwards 

Total  : — 

4 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

No  action  was  found  to  be  necessary  under  the  Public 
Health  (Prevention  of  Fuberculosis)  Regulations  1925  in 
connection  with  persons  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuber¬ 
culosis  employed  in  the  milk  trade,  or  under  Section  172 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  which  deals  with  the 
Compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  persons  sutfering 
from  tuberculosis. 


I  am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 
H.  PATTINSON, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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